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Irle SILENT ONE SPEARS

GOTT. KICK THE MONKEY, MaN...GOTTA KICK THI MONICIV...

As you might well know by this tive, I thought IV
say a few words on the 'ilan .ith The Golden nrm.f I
“Tiiﬁ? think it was one of the best films of 1955 and liked
it much better than 'ilarty.' Ffrark Sinetra might have
? had an icademy award if tho picturc had had the seal
: - industry's anproval.
3 § ROIPEN AAH TR I think that tho dircctor
'T;QEE i : and producor, if I'm not mistaken, Otto Preminger

55%” doserves a lot of credit for the impact of the film.
also recl erozy type scundtrack courtesy of Sherty .
Reogers helped to make the whele show a meving experi-
ense.

I've been meaning to read tho book, but haven't

A
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got around to it yot. Maybe I will ono of these days.

I Si&J YOU CRYTHG IN THE CHAPEL

In a ccunle of ncriecdicals roecently I've scen storics of tho wuddings of twe fans,
Lee Hoffman and Harlan Ellison. (Ne, Orville, of coursc they didn't marry zach other)
I alsc saw in Dave Rike's letter somewhere that there might be a possibility of a
third wedding concerning a member of fandom. (Aind ny fandom, at that.) Anyway,
about the middle of January I received an anmouncement that Mary Janice Sadler and
David Penney were married on December 28, 1955. I'm not sure of his name or the
date, but Sadler is married.

Her fanzine SLANder had just reached it second issue
when she left fandom. I really think that she would have had the South's leading

fanzine if she had continued publishing. in article by Harlan Zllison is reprinted
in this issue, It came from SLANDER ::2.

TACITUM H.aS NOT FOLDED

It appears thut this issue will be out a long time after the dute promised, Februury
14, Matter of faect it is April 11 toduy. Even now I don't know when the issue =ill
be finished, inyhow, it is important to know that I won't be in New Orleans during
the summer, So I would appriciate it if all mail would be sent to Dallas after

May S5th, otherwise I nrobably won't get it. If you huve ulready lest my Dallas
address, it uappears below,

1415 South MARSALIS ave., Dullas 1G, TEX:S

I hone you haven't forgotten my name.

Bofore I forget, I do have somewhat of un
excuse for gettine T;7 ocut late. I'vc beon very busy in the lust fow months. T
imugine T should use my time bettor, but I didn't. I've tyred so many Inglish
ussignments that I couvldn®t bour to sit and typo stencils on a weckend.

I1'D EVEN SEND HIM A GOLD DOORKNOB......  =- iBkc iy
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I have a few fanzines bofore me, scme many months old, but I'd like to revicw them,
go I reckon I will. o

FRONTIER ##6, Dale R. Smith, 3001 Kylec ive., linncapolis 22, linn. 6/53.00, or trade.

This Pebruary '56 issue a a beuutidul cover showing some thought by Dale. .pparently
he wrote to the Union Curbide and Gurbon Corporation and received a number of copies

of w picture uscd in the company's odvertisements. Or olse hé got the plate. .nyways
it's a nice cover. This issuuv has a number of finc articles, but also a number cf .
articles not worth rcading becausc they resemble Sunduay supplemeats feoc clescly. This
fanzine might be considored sercon by séme and the uim of the Sccloty for the ldvance-
ment of Spuce Travel might be fugghoaded, but it is unchablo..' '

VOID ,1!5 Greg Benferd, #Lt. Col. James A. Benford, Hq. 594th F, A. Bn., APO 169, N.Y.
or 5D Chapel Rd., GleSSOn/Lahn Germany. 10¢ or %/25g -- 40 pf. or 3,/1DH

The bheer in Germany has evidently encouraged Greg and his brother Jim to publish VOID
quite frequently. ilaybe because of frequency or maybe because of improvément, I find

I liked their fmz more and more. (iost probably because my name's in it, but that's
besides the point.) I would wish more illos and more striking or more pleasing layout
in the zine, but it is quite well done anyway. There is an interesting letter column,
fenzine reviews and articles., Julian Parr goes over Gerfandom very nicely. It is also
revealed that the "chola bit" which worried me so was only a sort of a hoax.

You know, now and then, there comes upon me a feeling of nothingness which inspires. me
to be very happy doing nothing. Such a feeling has coms upon me now. I have nothing
which needs doing more than these stencils need typing; but, somehow, I don't feel the
urge to comment on fanzines at the moment. In the letter column this time, in TiC's
(I've finished with VOID at the moment) there is a letter from Ron Ellik mentioning a
rather foul deed which is blamed on George Wetzel. If the charges are tru and I'm
virtually convinced that they aro, it seems to me that something should be done about/
to him... Famous phrase there, something should be done about..., Usually thore is
nothing done, but anyway perhaps we, the united fans of amcrica, could somehow take
approprlaie measures against Yetzel, Wetzel seems to rejoice in long distance name-
calling, 1've noticed soveral articles of his against Harlan Ellison and Dave Mason.
He cannot be sued but maybe a do it yourself machine gun kit could be sent to the
right person with the 1ntendud results fortthﬁlnb.

OBLIQUE, Cliff Gould, 1559 Cable St., San Diepo 7, Califernia, U.S.a.

He're back to reviewing again, with Ob /6 the victim. This is somevwhat of an annish,
so Cliff, in the editorial, revicws his first year in fandom. CLliff has somehow
continually managed to garner material from BNF's and raised his mag to the top of
the heap in some people's eyes. Cliff's repro is usually very fine. I won't say that
46 is extremely bad because I imagine/hone everyone didn't receive a copy in such
condition as mine was. Uy copy is generally lousy throughout. 411° I could road was.
the editorial and the page with a counle of well-chosen lettors on it. Several of
the pages are not in order. Of course, T m'very hapny and fully aprreciate how lucky
I am to be on your mailing list, Cliff; but, I wish you would send mc lecgible copies
of your zine....so much the better to read and all that...cven on white paper... I
always take great care to pick out a special copy of TACITU for you, Cliff.
I hope

mast of you will forgive the slight personalism I slipned into.

The next fanzine is
only about four months old if I'm nct mistaken.
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This is, if you haven't ruessed by now, TACITUH, the Silent One, very 51lent for the
last few months, nublished by Benny Sodek +ho is now at 1415 S, liarsalis in Big »
1little a double 1 as in TEXAS. This issue is number 7 and is coming out sormeti es in
the month of June 195¢. TAC sells for only 10~ or 3 for 25¢.

The front cover is by
Charles YWells through the courtesy of Jan Sadler. The back cover is by DEA, and need-
less to say, looks rmch like last issue's cover. Interior illustrations are by Lirry
Bourne, DiA, Plato Jones, lartin Jukovsky, and 4illiam Rotsler.

The article, 'Remen~
brances of Idiocy', is reprinted fron SLANDER,;Z. '‘Strenght' is missnelled in the
same way as I usually misspell it. Linos are variously gathered; some re-rinted,
others from Jan Sadler's filc,

Lelieve it or not, the next issie should be out in a
month. Small illos are desnerately needed.

///////////////////////////////////’///////////////////////////////// 111110, 11171/

LORE FANZIMES

EGLIPSW( :15) Ray Thompson, 410 S. 4th St., Norfolk, Nebraska. 10 or 6/50r

This particular issue isn't as good as the more recent ones nreceding it. The mag is
very enjoyable niostly because Ray's editoriel and other swritings are interesting. I
like they way he ravibles(exce~t in liclipse Nay's rezmblings are ruich more coherent than
mine). Terry Carr contributes a cute piece of fannish fiction -~hich reiinds me of a
deroreztion. Of covrse, lately, everythinc reminds of derogations. I've pot deroga-
tions couing out of my ears. A fairly good selection of letters rounds cut the

issue.
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SIDEREAL(No. 3) Zric Jones, 44, Barbridpge Road, Hesters .ay, Cheltenham, Glos. ZNG,

Oric char~es only 15« or 1/~ for Sidereal. A very good buy. In the many nages of
this iscue have been crammed meny, meny good features. .11 the rezular features of any
fanzine are here and some zood cartoons, too. I can't find nuch to say about this
‘cause there is so uch tc chese from. 4 little review horribly recalls the fact to
me that O.7losher is still trying to huckster off conies of CRIFLN.G on noor unsusnec-
ting neofen. Plesse don't buy any, nohody Cet SIDIECAL though, vou'll enjoy it.
Now , Cliff, nlease don't scy this is = bad revie~...I know it is...

INSIDZ and Science Fiction Advertiser (no. 49) Ron Snith, 611 ./, 114th St. N.Y.C.
25+ per or 5/13.

This is the tenth anriversery of Tantesy Advertiser -thich started the long line now
renresented bv IISIDL. I m not fariler -with eny other wembers of the co. bo excent

can only be called sew1-hrofP9551onal. There is a hlstcry of the flrst ten years and
an index of waterial nublished. J(ther raterial in this issve includes the second
pert of an erticle on II... Lovecralt by Lin Carter, alsc included is an article by
Dobert Ploch wwritten in liarch 1954 discussing the crash of the SF boom. His exnla-
wetion, neatly »ut in the title '.orst Foot For =ard', is easy to take. Toc much

Fuek Rogers glutted the arket. ..s I've seid befcre, I:SID. is easily the best
gnatuer nublication around.


plee.se

(?) (Rpperently a first issue) Jerry ifillett, 144¢ Garden St., Park Didge, Ill.

This is an effort by a science fictien club to express their dedication to the felk
literature of the machine ege. Of course, as might be exiected, it is lcaded with
fiction. liost, all but one, of the stories are lousy. The one geod cne, "Search'. by
Ida Lou algert has a ncvel twist —which pight sell it to a nrezine. limeogrunhing is
fairly goed, but smudged in spots. I you have an extira ccw of your zine I i-ngine
tiie club would oprreciate trades.

ESF (1) Don Stuefloten, Rt. 1, Box 722, Hemet, California. No nrice readily visible.

I'm not sure, bit I believe this is the lad, & friend of Lyle .mlin's, “hc has heen
forbidden by his gucrdicn to waste his time in fandom. Don has made an aciaiieable
gtart in fanpubbing. I find the ononearance of the mag very geod. I den't care for the
meterizl riostly by the editer, but the artwerk is fine end the cover beavtiful. I'm
sure this fanzine =ill imreve grectlr. This is alsc nmostly weent for trade, but somo
money =rould nrobebly also bring o conwv.

I have 2 cony of TLHILSIY which is now one eof the little ncetry magazines. Non has
really done 2 fine joh. If any of you like samnles of medern ~eétry in a SF-fantesy
vein, I suggest vou write Ron Voigt, 325¢ Sullivan, St. Louis 7, iiissouri.

There sro many othor fanzincs around that I would like to reviow but they'ro rackod
away or othorwisc inaccessible. I'd alse like to thank the peonle in FAFL e have
taken pity on & roor -wmiting lister and sont him thuir meg. 1 oanprecicte thom all. T
hopu I havu scomu tizw this sumrier to writo all of vou.

SOING A FLACE OF F/T7En LASTING OF SP.CD T0 o GoOD 2D

Things arc looking bad crcund Dollos today. It locks as if like lLiay has complotoly
forsckon all thiigs Tannish; Ceeorge Jennings is strugpling along toward lJone-fwie; and
Randy Browm is huving an intermincble number of troubles in gotting out AW, Jnd, us
if our troublus wrerun't unouszh, _losher is orgunizing uguin.

But things ar. worse in ilvw Orlcuns, from which nlace I've just rovturned. No
publishing funs ¢t «ll, but muny, mwny roaders. Of coursu, Siricklind went back to
Gould in Scn Diczo und Iicizhon s struck by collesu.

Tut there wre ne7 fins coring in fron wll over.
Jven sone up ia Donton, TuXes. L groun gt NTSC
got toguthur wné ~ublishud u fiction-licavy

zinu cullud EHOLIDZ. Pretty bad, but it's u
sturt.

v
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IUZ2Y is still geoing strens ond cvon if it

currivs u high noreont.ge of fiction the fic-

( tion is curtiinly of 4 highor quelity thun is

(SUI orédinarily found in fanzinevs. Incidont.lly,
MUZZY 8 cumu out recently. I huoven't my copy
of it hore now, but J don't recall unything T
\j wenbud ito criticize in itf..

This will be wll for cbout « menth, I honc.

I hone I cin get wnothoer issuc out in w nmonth.

If I'm lucky I cun.

W Thunks for thu loocong lotturs.....bunny




An awful lot of dust has been kicked up lately on the sub-
of whether fandom was a way of life, or as it was so elo-
quently put, a ghoddam hobby. The main bone of contention
leads to the question of what is a way of life?, or what is
a hobby?, or what is & ghoddam?, or several other semantic
tangles that usually end up sounding like trying to find
out who shaved the barber?, or when will Achilles pass the
tortoise? It has no doubt been responsible for as many
bloody noses as could Joe Louis whin Dempsey? (Well, maybe
not that many, but a lot...)

CHANDLER Tt has been said that it

rmust he & way of life because it changes your outlook

on life and alters your
way of looking at things.
1f that's so, then Bach
is a way of life. Trying
to hum t=ro parts of a
fucue at once does some-
hine to you, somehow.
Seriously, anything you
take seriously is a way
of life. Daseball, =hich
is ballied as »rouoting
every virtue from chastity
to civic vride, is -rithout
a doubt a wmy of life, for
the neople who like base-
bell, I know a fellow who
thinks entowolory is a
ey of life. ilo one elss
does, but he does, and
that's a1l thet natters.
tle's hapnpy with his in-~
sects. Unlike some fans,
he doesn't insist that if
anyone collects burs, then
the collectins is a way of
life.
what it all boils
dowm to is that if you
think it's a =ay of life,
then it is. For you. You
may think that fandom is
invariably a way of life,
wnatever that is, but then
the Boch fan and insect
collector who dabble in
fandon =rouldn't agree. But
then they're srong and
you aren't of course......
The question will prob
-ably never have & final
solution. It's kind of
confusing when both sides
have irrefutable evidence
Senantically, it's a non-
sense question. The truth?
It nrobzsbly lies somevhere




betwreen the t7c extremes, some-here srovnd the re lizatien that you “on't hzve to he
501120_3*9“1c t~ hive =ore then ¢-e "y of life."

Feiid e B R A R AT R R SR R R S A e e e
A UGLY LRJ.' h-s heen noticecbhble in fanzines lately. “he interlineatir~as, oiice the
backbone of fomanish huvor, are friling. ome of then cl:ost even —wke sense. “his
clearly cennot be telerzted, so here are e few rules for "viting interlins, cerived
from observinc ot denmerously cleose ronge sove of the best exanles:

1. the -cin con-
sideration for 2 rerlly ~ood interlin is that it =mcke as little sense as 2ossible.
If it meakes sense, then it is only < warmed over bon meot, and nct sc don bon ot
that. Intelli 1b111ty shorld he zvoicded at cll costs.

2. If yor hove »otience ond an
unusual amount of nentzl stability, you mirht try logegenetics. Tick any subject, and
look throurh o~ beok vntil vou coe to & word concerned with thet subject. Then, wmite
dowm tne next -7rrd. Tind ancther word, ond *mrite the -rord efter th-t, If instead of a
suvbject you ~icl nonsense -rords ot rcondon, the ~hele thing mey anneer to be just a
bunch of nothinz, It is 2 bunch of nothing, but that fact shouldht
be anmpareat. This effect can also be gotten by two neonle. Tach
one “wites a word on a strin of napner, folds the vorcd out of
sizght, and »neosses the waner to the other person, who renezts the
pProcess., ;hls aroducer the fo110ﬁ11g._*~ i N LI ST
o IE T FTR LD P0.E BTLTE U I LTCLET, RN F 00S Do

3. If you'rse efraid that you
aren‘t inventitive enough to try logogenstics, then bhere are
about 2000 other languages besides Znglish. For instance, if you
went to use Spenish, pick any phrase from a2 small guide on Hpanish.
ég_p;gg}}pnt phRase Igise T ) e S e vl o N B O]
el ST LA D DETS, POR T/ VOR 7 st ous
ThlS is esnecially intriguin. beczuse of the usuval inverted
question =erk. The reader -7ill turn the fanzine unside cdovm, thintin. thet th. real
meening is hidcden, like the twofaced  fandy & Andy drawin-s. "his wekes for lots of
Jeughs......
The Scandinavion lenguea~es are okay, too. The Swe-
dish edition of (L.L.JY nroduces many of the ton grade tyne
lll(e' ——— o - - —— - . —— T 2 Gt W W gty s W
...frs%e derske hidrbiel Zpam{r]b < orace Gold...e.s .
4. If the above method isn't eaov'ﬁ, try “ixing your shots.
Gernen and unc~lish can pive real zens, like this one:
'E,JJJJJ:JX;EI}_Iﬁ:ﬁgﬁijiﬂT?d; V C L.......-Jj__,'___-___~*~_

e I (9T o (B
course "eens that Yngvi is & dirty bird. “S-autzicer Vogel: is a
lot wore unintelligikle than just nlcin “louse.™

5. Be esoteric.
Limit the number of neonle who cen understand the interlineaticn to as fewr as nossi-
ble. Il¥ITl.. has had an envieble record in regard to escteric interlins. Tor
i R e NSRS o T T ey, T U T e T R e o L
—sviiy first sten to wrorld conouest will be_ a to»alltgrlan fish fgctory in Peel.....
You will find that alwaost anytb11g con be tolier out of context. This bodlly
wrenching of a sentence from its paragranrh ean vroduce a1uzinﬂ results. The nossi-

-

bilities of FI.ZMC.I'S I70 are unlivtited.

That's it. These rules have been gleaned
from the best end -ost unintellirible interlineations on six furry legs. I hore thet
Th;y can heln brins back thet total lack eof understanding thet the 1nter11ns once
hed .

ofter 211, you can't let an art die out.........
V. LL
-- .ike Chandler --


gre.de

INTERUI

This is Terry Carr, and on the wrogram today I will be interviewin: ‘r. Toob
Stevart, who is a...

im-hmwi, Boob Stewart. BOO! I publish it...you know, the ragazine: it's a...
llagpzine...oh, well, that's a...

Fanzine.

Yesah,

e is what's kno'm as a...

I've got...th...you know Tucker?...That guy...?

Ohsas

Fe writes, uvh...Wilson Tucker...

Yeeh.

Un-hvh...well, vh...anyvay, :(r. Boob Stewart is a fan of...of...of what?
Science Fiction. You know, rocketships...babes...stulf like that...

Oh! Yeah, well...sort of...

ibrin-hmon, Duts there's other things...you know,
fandom and fanzines and...

Well, uh, sunnose yOol...
vosBheeTr g

Supnese you tell us, .
Stewart; about...well, what

would you say is the general
picture today in fandom...

LAt 1
A

i




«vsl mean, how's the nicture there?
Oh...well, I meen, it's neither un nor down, I mean it's, ycu knowv, fans and fanzines
cnine :nd fanzines go. You know, 1t's...uh, -w8ll, there was QUANDRY, and SFiCI..RP,

ant, you know, it's just that way, and there's really not much to add. This guy Sam
liceltoiitz, he wmwrote a terrific book, "The Irmmortel Storn,' a history of science fic-

ticn fendct, and in it he covers everything, all the way from the beginning of
scisnsy  fiction way back in 1926 , when Kugo Gernshack...

Limm=hw '+, 7es, well...

Garnazback put out...

I cee, yes...ad he covered the whole history. I see.
Yes...all the way fro=...

Ns, .ir. Stewart, what would you say...uh, what is...well, what does a fan renerally
do during the day?

T21lly ulte..
Pui: dovm his activities for us.

.s.Thnere are variouvs kinds of fans...there's the seriouvs constrvctive fan, and
ther='s the fannish fan. Now, the fannish fan...

well now, what kind of fan would you say you =ere?

{ell, uh...oh, I really couvldn't...ch, I'm just...I read the stuff, I like sciece
fiction, I also like fandoil, I mean, it's neither up nor dom...

ell, in other svords...

It's like...take Sam i{oskowitz...take him, for instance...he wrote this book...it's
++.0h 1y gosh, it's 60,0CC wyords or mMOre€...

W/ell, would you say, then, that you are just a fan?

Ohhh...well, I really couldn't say...I mean, I read it, like I say. I read the
gtuff, and I collect it...I...

Well, whrt do you mean by the "stuff," ‘r. Stewart?

Ch, uvh...

Lo yon mean science fiction?

Yech. Now, take "The Immortal Storn," for instance...

Is that science fiction?

Oh, it...in a way, ves it's, vh, a history, you see, a history of...

iell now, iLir. Stewart, I was lookine at this cover of "The Immortal Storm,” and it
retner intricves me...now wvhat are these me azines here?



Ch, uh, ALIAZTING STCRIES up here...well, as you kncw, Hugo Gernshack put ovt...oh my

cog’i, Beveral mags...th, SCISHCO...uh, what wes it, SCILNCE & ([ICH..WICE or somnething
cike that...then he ot out something elss, let's see....nyway, ha's very intores-
tel in elechironics, and elso in sexology, he nuts out a very interesting nagezine...
Yes...,well, “hat...er, is SCXOLOGY a fanzine?

GhiEin ok ee LS

Well, what connection does it have with fandom?

Yeli, rezlly not much, excent, other than the fact that Huzo Gernsback nuts it out,
wut you see it's a fascirating mazazine, it's all on sex, and uh...

Ves, well, lir. Stewart...

«eofraiyzes it in a very thoroush manner, and...
Well. iz, Stevart, uh...

+sHzs nictures, of course...

v+.T'd like to ask you...uh, with nictures?...well, iir. Stewart, ahemmm, well, to
re’ back te this cover, I mean, are those drawings of books or, uh...

ih. wall, thoy're from, uh...oh, the various editors, like, you take...oh...
vez, (sranshack...Did he edit this ASTOUNDING SCIENCL FICTION here?
Jeld, he edited several...he edited SCITNCI & iECH.MNICS, and MALZINC...
Wes that a fanzine, or a «..
2358 ore,...l'm speaking now of professional magazines.
Professional magazines.
Yoaak, *h;re‘s a bic difference between a...I mean, they're two distinct entities...

a ranzire end and a prezire, as we call 'en...

Wsli now, just exactly how wouvld vou define a fanzine? I mean, the general nublic
wevaliv thirks of a faszire as...

Yeah, well...

e .82 @ magazine abovt...

Yeal1, £ ko= vhat vou...

v»abourt redio or TV, or movies, and so cn...

Well, not ihat sort of fanzine. You sec, this is entirely something different. You
ssalt of a fan, well, vou den’t mesn, yiu know, like G.3. electric stuff...

Hrw, you know I'm not speaking of that...



Uh, we're sponsered by .estinghouse...

oh, I see, yeah, I'm sorry. But, uh, however, the fanzine, it's, vh...well, it's ....
well, take "The Immortal Storm," it's...

Is that a fanzine?

Well, in, vh, yeah, in a sense it is...it was sold, but of course it's still a fan-
zins. I mean, a fanzine and a prozine...there's a big differencs...

Well, just exactly what is the difference?

Well, the difference is that...vell, sim-ly that one is...oh, it has,..there are
variovs differences, I mean it's very hard to nut my finser on any one...I nean, they
are two separate and distinct entities, end...I don't want to confuse you =ith...
Yes, well, what would you say was the purpose of fandom? I ean, whot...

Oh, you mean,...

What do you get out of it?

Yogh., Well, uh, it's...vh, well...ip: 2 heck of a lot of fun...oh, we get...well, it's
definitely something that's, uh, well, it's a real good thing.

¥eah, rrm-hrmmm. Then, you think that it's a good thing.
Yeah, mmi-hmmm.
tJould you say that...uh...you were in a nosition to smeak authoritatively?

Well, in a way, yes...l've been in fandom, and I know what's...you know, what fans
are fans, and which fans aren't, I mean, I know what's coming off, and...uh...

Well, now, lir, Stewert, I saw a word in here...it's...what is this...vh, epgoboo?
That's, uh...oh, it's...

Is that something like fried eggs?

Uh, no, no, it's very separate and distinet. I mean, you must be kidding...vh...
Well, it looks a little bit like...

Yoalrs Egoboo is more like...

Boiled egps?

Vo, M. 00000 you know what the ego is...th...it's sonething like suki,..the nsych..
Yes, the cosmos. Yes, I wes spezking to a iir. Stein...

Teah, it's sonmelhing like the soul. I mean, the ego, what's blovm ur and all thet...
03, uivy boos..well, that's my fanzine. .hich reminds me, we've got an annish coming
e . peve you heard?

Ui, &1 eanizsh?



In ennval, you know. I've put it out a vear now, and boy, I've really sweat riy, uh,
fanry off with that thing...I mean, I've really worked...ch zee, I've nut many hours,

Ui, I see...an annish. .ell now, ilr. Stewart...this fanzine...uh, just exactlv -shere
dia rou hannen to get the odd title of E00:? Does that relate to, uh...egoboo:

No, it's just sort of an abstract relation...well, take James Joyce...uh, his titles,
uh, forget it...uh, he thinks of his titles, and...uh...

Well., would you say that, uh, that the things that you publish would qualify as
TR Retr el

Oh, well, in a sense. I mean, you can't look at anything that way...I wnean, that's
reclly taking things dom and sort of, uh, really putting them dovm on the table, and
not looking at them while they're...you know,..in a general sense, I mean, it's a...
nothing that can be scoffed at...

Yes, hut I mean, you're publishing thingcs, and thoy are switten by nconle...

Oh, certainly; yes.
And you're paying to nublish these, and you must have some reason, and I thou ht wnay-
be that bechuse...well, there are various "little magazines" which nublish =aterial
that is, uh, of too high literary quelity for general circulation, and therefore were
published in literary magazines. So, I thourht, ir. Stewart, that perhans your...uh,
fanzine, BOO., was nublishing Literature. Now do 1 u reajily think that it...

Well, uh, I really can't say. It's a nerfectly logical question, and...

Vell, when we invited you up here today we understood that you were an avthority on
fandom, and...I think if anybedy cculd zive an answer to a sinnle question lilke that,
it would be an auvthority on fandom...

Yeah; oh, sure.

And when we ask a simnle question...we hone to get a straightforward answer, becausse
our listening audience is interested, and...

Un, well, I acree with you on the value of a straishtforward answer...l mean, a lot
of times when I ask questions I really expect...I mean..it's one of those things
that this worl has got to be with...

Yell, would ysu or -rovld you not say that the material you print is Literature?

/s1l, uh, that's very reasonable of you. I mean, uhhh...to put it very frankly, it

iz ..it's very reasonable of you to say it that way. Well, uh, what was the question?
7211, thank you, iir. Stewart...unfortunately we have run short of tive, so we will
ave 1o cut short our discussion. I'm sure ovr listening audience found your renarks
2 srazting and, uh, informative.

LR U g
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THE P.R.DOX iLN, by Charles L. Harness (Ace Doecls) 103 nn.

after co leti=: the reading of this extrenely r~arcdciiecl, action racled, and
s7ift woving novel, (thet contoins sose of the “ost intricately~roven lot tvists
ar. surer science gi-wmicls that I've encontered in quite some tie) I co 1dn't heln
feeling that wossibly Ven Vort is resnonsible for this work, as the stvle ond
celivary is quite veriniscent of 1any of the  z2ster's ecrlier efforts. Due to =
never havinz run into any other =writings by larness, I lfeel that it is very »cssihle
that there erisis o wseudon: - relationshi~ hetween larness 2nd Van Veori. Can warone,
for ay info, confir: or denr such o messihility. Terhans I o -meny in making cuch
an asst~itieon: bt even if I g in errvcer, cne cannct “env the foct thot w-on the
rea’inn of 'The Tarcfox ‘en',, heth llarness cund Van Vot cre groductes of the sooe
school of -mwitin~ [2nd thovght). Tlot t-ists are ever wresent in this novel, "rith
he vast majority of the leaving the reader in a confi'sel state of 7ind, as seve-
rel marsrdoxes are inter *in~led iunte the =lot. (I rotheor sivs-ect thot the avther,
elsc, had hic mind i»n & ivihled stote on the co 'aletien of this worl:, as it -rould
recvire an vltrs-cenivs to unravel the conmlicztiens invelved.) Yo hesin on cifcurt
to even wariially ex~lain the ~-orliinvs of these enticiie ~wrcdoxes is - enormcus
undertaking; hovever, I shall do wy best to ~resent the rver-a2l2 ~ici:re. .nd avray
SENicORTQ R Bt =

The story is set in the vear 2177 .i.De, an er: s7hen the continents of i'orth
and Souvth .america have everged into one n~rest des—otic e nire, after the Third
Jorld Jar, with the Society of Thieves bein; the only grov:» in I1cerisl [izerice that
still recognizes the rishts of wen to be free in the sense of thov~ht and cction.
The society is in a state of graduv:l detericration zond one man, dlar, (-ho is actu-
glly tiwro men, with eac’ of his individvcl bedies existing in different ti e streans,
confusinz, eh wot?) has the task of saving his society
fro» destruction. slar is su~osedly a snecial tyne of
su-ec-hinn who is canable of (1) scenting on-coiing
cant e to his body by an increase in his heartbeat,
long »eriods of tie before the doiver is rececnized
in his consciors vind, {2) nrojecting an i aterial
obiect into snace by eans of his ontics, thus, a
humien slide ~rojectrr, (3) treveling in ti-e, o2s he
has a four-éi-iensional hedv, (4) rrojectin~ scunds
fros the denths of his miné out into snace, so that
the seinds becone cudible to other nersons in close
proxiaity to hi 'self, (5) discharzin on electronic
force fro~ his cnties so »nowerful cs te %ill znether

A g
e e

In other words, this fellow has really got -theat
it tales to rake for hitself & success out of life.
s I have centioned above, there is clso cnother »ort
of slar, naely, the ' Hdcofily .ind'. “he ''dnd' is




a freak of nature, in that he is a walking encyclonedia and acts as cheif-council for
the Taperislists. (Cf course, the 'liind' beinyg the other Alar, he is onnosed to the
Imnerialists and is actually ond noturclly a secret surrorter of the Thieves.) Now,
the question arises as to hovr Alar can be two in cne. Dam peod question -- only -vish
I could tnswer it adequately. To confuse vecu even viore, let me nut it this ‘ray. A
suner, giant-size spaceship (canable of exceeding the sreed of lizght) is used by Alar
to escane an on-coming Atomic .jar with the other pover in the srorld, the Zastern Je-
deration, so that he migat return to earth five years ecrlier (in as wuch as that ro-
cltet travels fester than light, it travels backward in time -- ah, ves, it surely doos
that) and u-on retrrning Alar chances his an-earance and beccres the ''Hderofilm lidnd’.
Naturally, when Alar returns vnder this disguise, the other .lar is alse in existence;
thus, two ilers. And the obvicus censeruence of stch a naradox is a continvous cycle
of Aler comins znd the ‘ind goinz. At least, I think thct thirs is. the general idea
behind the ncvel,

Oh yes -- how does Alar save the -rorld from destrvction. .ell tis this way...
hen Alar takes off in the rocket, tie cutoraticallr stcns (dve to his backwerd trip
in tir2) and so the cncoming Atcmic destruction is averted, =faich results in the cre-
ation of a naradox. And such 2 —eradox it is. lrads, a fellow cculd go bugs trying to
make any sense ouvt ¢f such an occurrance.

anywey, read it and find out for yourself how extrenely confusing any one novel
can bs. I guarcntee that if you like Van Vogt, vou'll like 'The Parsdox iien', .nd if
you don't anvreciate writers of the Van Vogt school, I suggzest you pick this novel up
me-~ely for the excellent discrssion therein of the rise and fall cycle of civiliza-
tions, cs there arc severcl worth hile 'food for thouvcht' ideas wvithin these rages.
-- Ray Scheffer, Jr. =--

a special revier bv the editor of IUFINITY no. 4

INFIITIYY storted off rather =wrell cnd I'v svre it rad the backing of 2 lot of
fans. c¢stly, I zuess, becavse Larry Sha? was olucst a fan hiself, and becarse the
fans thoucht IMNFTMITY -rorld be o fen's < mazine. Chaw see:s to have run into trouble f
fron the start. Pirst, there wes o distribution rroblen that slowed the mes dom and
nretty rell ercsed INTUIVITY froa the ninds of the casial readers. “hen, it see s to
me; that the cuclity of the stories has drenred quite a lot. Larry Shaw has 2 nice
group of writers but the stuff “einzy rinted is ne’iccre.

Take the auzust '5C issve, for exc vle. The first story I read =as the "...bri-
1liant New IS/L.C ASI.OV Story...". It wvas horély brillicnt or for the ntatter, new.
Derhens it wes an cttennted chavrceter stidy,; but I deuvbt it. It's -robably rwre like-
ly that Asimov and Shaosr both knew thot the stery, "Someday', .as from the leng worked,
hacked line or family of nachineti-kesoverman-indsconerorlater tvhe re-runs. But Sha~
needed = nanre, the stcry swes chear, elc., etc., so orn and sc feoth...

The thrre novelets are all =ritten by very good cuthers. ut none of thea came
with a gvarantee that every onc of their stories -rould he geed. .11 three of the nove-
k)

lets, by ilson, ellen, cnd “arvet, are slizht, nocrly th.ush steries. ‘Mhe story of
uru -icht be called nleascnt readins, but cert inly ne one ~ould cull the stry geed.

“he short stories are of the trick endi o~ tvr-e or elsge s-etchy ~limmses cf the
wri er's imasination. cbert Silverber 's story, '"“he Final Thallenge" is eccily the

best riece in the wholc issie. Jvt it wasn't worth 35¢.

tlaybe Sha is trying teo scel IITIVITY on the strenrht of its ce artaents; but
there aren®t encuch fone an’ bescites, fanzinoc ore cheader..-.. hanay......
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David Rike * Box 203 * Redec, Cclifornis

Hall's argument cbout the merits of Hod—e-Pod-e cver
Quandry seewns futile cnd uni mressive. In foet, the sum
total of whot was szid has civen ne the impression tha
Hall is =hot he calls ¢ '"sheen-frn'. He gezes inte o
mirrer ond tells hinself, over end over cgain, that HP
was better than | and, by dam, coite hell and high
water, he infailingly believes it witheout, as he says,
Y.salolving into the qualities of truth end error and
the underlying rcasons that noke a truth...”

I can well
imagine how Rohel writes the Dallcs Deros: Here it is
after school and Ron is dom working at his job aos a
parking lot attendant for the Sears store there. hon is
going eround scroun~ing up ity ol'nieces of paper he
can find: discarded copies of The :‘eyhole, narking stubs
used nieces of Xleenex, and so on. e eubles on around
the lot some more, lookine for insniration; he finds ia:
an emoty T, He dashes cver and snrawls over the hocd,
his mind erasning hord for the nlot for the Dero. ilo
plot cces to him, so he writes. lie deoesn't bother num-
berine, the varicus and sudry scrans of nanrer since
thet mokes it more fun that way, and easier, he just re-
arrenzes thew in another nattern then he did bes, when
he tyned un the tynescrint, anéd he has o d¢ifferent Dero.
Other afternoens, whon he hasn't uch »naner and no LG
to garner inspiratien off of, he »nens installiienis of
the Great .all of China cnd letters to faneds about
what o dirty bird Peter Veorzicer is. Ron dcesn't have to
think of anything at 211 te pound cut bits like that.

Couvlson's rearks chout nudes has been
bhorne out clready, in FiPa. The rarticuler fanzine is
Salizrtinez's Shadowlend (forget which nu-ber, but one of
the last litho issuves that were '~ size) which is inci-
dentally an Oklaf-z also., The Tillers in cuestion
occunied o comrweble nome cread os dié the s cller Cerr-
Notsler illes in T 8 and were true "ronertioned line
drorings. The critical acclei @ towewd the zine all mede
mention te hew nice the nudes wrere, with ocne notin~, in
his coments, that even tho he didn't ~o for nude illoes
before, that he had an es»ecinl likin for the oncs in
Shadovlend. oybe if Kent =rould try and »ut out a £z
like S¢zl¢, instead of +het it has been, he'd ‘eu
sarienlace no dcubt instecd of =:lleine zround in the
mire -long writh the other crudzines. I guess, however,
that's teoo wch to exnect fro- ¥ent anéd 2lt -t this
vle ot least.

P.S5.:ust roie thered, the mss. thot Carr
w,ég seirt you that's a transcrist of a toning that he ond

i
Boob "vde, ad 1lih, is o wretty Tfinc taoke-cff en the Two
Interviers O0f Our Tine, o Tontasy oo thot's been scorta
nomular,
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iike May's column was fairly interesting, but I am afraid he has the wrong slant on
jneerentism. Just because a person prints an imitation derogation. in his fan21ne
tiic dn~s not mean he is an insurgent. Insurgentism is an attitude an an ideal.
Inc:.geats insurze. For examnle, the original insurgents were a group of fans who
broke owny from the main body of fans in Los Angeles, and more or less revolied
ageinat the Lasfas. Ori- inally they were members of this club, but there was a dis-
pute about sometning, and a group of members broke away and “insurzed" againsi the
Lasfas. They became known as "Insurgents,

The Derelict Insurgents came about in much
the same way. Ronl, Boyd, and I didn't exactly break away from the Derelicts of Tor-
onto, but we did get together and "insurge' against an undesireable menber in the
person of Worm G. Brovme. (This may have been before your tire, or when you were a
rank neo still hacking letters to the late and unlamented Planet Stories.) In any

event we called curselves '"Derelict Insurgents' and kicked un quite a storm and minor
fusd that found its way into several fanzines. And when we -7ere not "insurping"
against Browme, we wrere harshly criticizine "certain' fanzines. .
Jhen Browme quit the
Derelicts of Toronto, and went off into the hills of liount Forest, lickins his

wounds and retiring, for all intents and purposes, from fandom, we might have dronned
our "Derelict Insurgent" monicker. e had, however, found it a handy and succinct
title. It has become an identifying symbol for our threesome, just as NBC has its
chimes and CEC its "eye."

You might say that, at nresent, we are insurrin; against

fuggheads.

On the other hand, from the evidence I have seen, the Dallards are not
insurging against anything, with the nossible exception of Orv osher, in which case
ilosher would be the insurgent (providing he fourht back), since insurgents are always
in the minority.

I note that Clod Hall, the tedious Texan, has a few remarks
concerning me in his colurin. The only trouble is that he has said nothing new, just
repected himself. I mot auite a chuckle out of his line, "Those that ain't...cain't,"
and the whole paragraph that this beautiful exainle of fuggheadedness anpears in.
This is like saying, "Can you do as good/vell?“ You know, it's the old story where .
criticizes B and B retorts with "Can you do as good?'", which is an absolutely stupid
remark to make. You should hear Naehurn do his diatribe on this subject. (Since you
met him in Cleveland, mayhaps you have heard it.)

After all, Clecd, one does not have
to be a....baseball nlayer...to criticize a baseball nlaver. Think, Clod, think
before you sneak, don't be a Vorzimer. De oripinal, think, you know, like brains are
for.

§”How would you know...." and etec., I know , Clod, I know. Like I said, be origi-
nal.

REDD_BOGGS *_220° HIGHLAMD PLACE M. E. * i[L¥APOLIS 21, iTME.SOT..

Dallas as a center of insurgentism is a truly frightening idea, not because Dallas
couldu't use a breath of fresh air or because insurgentism per se is bad, but because
it seems that you are adding to the 1life cf that curious literary genre called the
"deropgation.” The weakness of the present movements called insurgentism is nowhere
bettar acvertised than in the fact that the orly weapon wielded is a bludgeon. Well,
oceazionslly the Torontcans used derczations like quarueruta fs, but these others
are crudely used - very crudely vead - and abt vest it is a pretty limited device, not

AR DOK'T E-70 N NAiiS:




very l?thal anc not very impressive. Insurgent minded fans shsuld read some Fan-
gango issues from ¢.1950 to disccver how really devastating insurpgent literature can
e.

Claude Hall is often wrong but usually interestin: . I don't know what ite: by
larion Bradley he refers to that was so bad, but one of the ) classics was written
by LiZ5 under a penaue or rather was nrinted anonynously. iAnyway, I liked Clavde's
notion that Cod createc van to nrovide Him with erobco.

Schaffer narades a lot of
interesting ideas and =rites a good book review. I disarree about the quality of
Andre Norton's work, however, which generally I've found solid oak and difficult to
saw throuwrh. Incidentally Schaffer's reviews would be easier to read if you'd break
un those i=mosin~ naracrarhs three or fourr weys each.
“The 5ilent One Listens® is
good. .and by the way I arrrecieste the =ay yov've chosen derartent titles that fit
your fenzine title. Tco often the title of a fanzine is just a2 tag -- it werldn't
matter to the editer whether his macazine wos titled H-sub-1 or l‘ctherlove; hereas,
ideally, the fanzine title should he the nmattern -aker, sharing the wheole “at eos-
mosnhere” of the wgazine. ... "I feel like a Ten out of chlorine”
is a good line in ‘arion Eradley's letter, but she's -voig in
feeling that <may, I thinlk: I don't believe fanzines have chanced
gsince 1747 quite as —uch as she implies. There was a lot of fan-
centered ~ieterial then, and there's a lot of science-fictio~n cen-
tered uaterial now. ... Too bad abeut Clavde's eyes. ife should
obtain a tane-recorder and write his fan stuff (and his collece
term papers too, for that =atter} by dictating the . That should
save his eyes: he can sit there =rith his eves closed, drinling
beer, and comosing deathless fan crud... Since he iyres -rith his
eyes closed, transcribine the stuf? fre: the tane shevic be no
~rochler. ... I got a kick cut of Snecry's leticr, 7hich wos the
best thineg in the ~thole issue. lice to sece Niclk back.

ALl DOID % 77, ST.NSTEAD RD., HODDISDOL, HRCS. . JLLLD
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Pace three of the lettercel this tie is a terrible confession

for a Panzine editer to make. I quote the unfrr-iveable confession
"7 psvallv don't ansrer or re~ly to ony of w leiier witers.” Is
this =hv they call you the Silent One? "¢z rictrre it - everyday hindre’s of letiers
oerrive at Calhorn Street -rith each cne of the asking dozens of i-r~ortant nrestions.
.e've found out the Eenmny is short for Lenard but there are wrobably dozens “cre
askinc ~het the "..o' stands for - yet you, wov criincl refuse to anser their letters
anc don't even ~rint the-. Yo are they going to know ycu even received the letters
for a start? Do you realise these crestions ~ight be i :crtant to hi: end that if he
doesn't get the ansvers he —-ight, out of sheer fruvstratiorn, go out and chen sc e old
lady up with an axe. Just becauvse yov won't ansver his lette.s. See s lilte you've
made & Federal Case ouvt of it.

On the other hand thou h it =i~ht be an occunaticnal
disease, Jan Jansen <7entioned once
to me of the annarent reluctance of
Texes - er, nardon - T8 - fans
to write letters. ile's =write teo.
TLRAS fans never -mrite letters.
Mone of 'es. You can =rite to
Jenninrs and “rom and ay & Co.,
but you'll never ~et = letter. Can
yov exnlain ~hy? ‘(These direct
questions are -ettin~ e.. & foriu-
nately out letter -witing fervoer
usrally hits when "ve have nc cne to
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The, orly TINAR Lew & van think of at the moment who wmriles letlers is Claude Raye

12-L1 = thourh frankly I'm in two minds as to whether I ought to even Lslieve in a
T-xa~ with a name like Claude. It is quite evidently a nseudonyin for & Newv Orleans
fan =io has found himself in Austin. Don't you agree? ((To tell the truth I find 1v
much harcer to believe there is such a thing as a New Orleans fan...))

Dallas Dero: a-
tions is always the brichtest snot in T.C for me and quite the funniest item is the
whcksd wey Davison jabs and insults the way you drive. .laybe this could be born out
pv the fact that you really don't have a car at all? Do you? ((iore direct questions,
~1theush I can't see why, the other Dallards are always eagcer to corrcborate soie of
+he incidents Davison ~entions.... They also say he deesn't know about sone of the
Lettoer ones like yield right of way signs...)) [aybe that's how you got to the Cle-
vanticu. I know you wuz there because I have an article that mentions the Clevention
by darx Sshuirzinger which will apvear in the next CAMBIN((free nluc)) and he mentions
you ara there so how did you get there? HUH? ({:mphatic direct questicn... I was
motivee? to Cleveland by a monurental vehicle s~rung from the denths of huian pro-
press ccllequially known as the one, the only, the orisinal Gr eydo'iy...))

G..l, Carr
mentions a rental picture of TEXAS in her letter which is probably shared by more
pecnle than vou might think both here and in the U.,S5. And why don't you give Boyd Rae-
burn his oil-well? I think he deserved it after that explosively funny and irritated
letter of his threatening to hit you over your nointed head. Don't tell me you actu-
ally had the timerity((sic)) to nersonally hand Boyd a cony of Tac at the Clevention.
Al - no wonder they say TEX.ANS are brave.

My favorite line in Tac 6? "Jan is a girl,
Randy is a boy and I am a TEXAN." Do you expect the jury to believe that?? (({We'll
heve the trial in ilississinni...))

RON_sLLIX * 277 POIIONA aVo. * TONG BZ:.CH 3, CALIFORNI

In Raye Claude Re: I am exceeding sorry that laster Hall is stone deaf in both eyes.
I shouldn't doubt that he is myopic--ghoed ghod, he's had to look at his o'm mi=eo-
gravhing in 1UZZY fr most of three years now! Hell, if he expects nity from ne, I
wouldn't advise him to hold his breath until he gets it--I've been ~romised by my
optomcirist that I can't expect more than 20-400 vision the rest of my life if I con-
tinue reading like I do. (I have 20-400 right now, by the woy.) and I told HIii-- well
what I told him needn't be rerrinted in a sweet, sentle, clean fanzine like TACITU ..
Pcor vision doesn't bother me. I continve reading several thousand words a week, ty-
ning 2 few thousand more, and mi=eo~ranhing (which is, you know, a strain on the
eye=! n whole mess. I will »robably be stcne blind soon ayself, and then Claude and I
cen toem a club with the two of us. THE CLAUD. RAVE HALL AND RON SLLIK FAN CLUB-~
svbiitie, "You have to be blind in one eve and not ablz to see out of the other to
Join "

‘fould you like to take me un on that offer to publish a snrecial Lllik-versus-
Holl issue of pure crud? It might be fun. I don't think Clawed will rlay along, though

--sounds(in T 6) as like unto thourh he is all gone and got 1ad et fando1, and won't

have anything more to do with us. (meek whismer) i hone, i hope, i hone.

I 9dll
@o dow in history as The Fan who Challenged Claude Hall snd .on By Forfeit.

Dave ila-

son £1d I would like you to print somethlnw for us in TACITUI[. It «ill annear, sub-
grantially in, TAFHRD and Coun, and arwhere else I can get it nublished. We have a
rer, VOry good reason for asking you to do this, and we both promise it is not a

_ LET'S TRY RaD...

e s e et it S G i . S e i e e et e . o et . e . i, e el e i e B




hoax, but an exrnosec of a very nasty sense of huiovr. If
vou doubt ne, youcan write to ilason, or even to zeorse
letzel himself.

It seems that a few ionths amo, I tooh it
upon myself to breck off my long and belaboured corresw-
pondence -7ith George .etzel. .Je had been swa~~inz :issives
for sowe time, off and on, maybe as wmch as two years. Fi-
nally it got to the point where he was starting to nse
languagze I didn't like, and was, in seneral, building un
Paclehilils inte “mountains. I o making enly ceneral state-
ents becouso an exhaustive suary of ouvr letters -rould
take un trice as *v:ch roo: 2s the corres-ondence itself.

It hannened that, later in Deceqber, I got a very brief
note -vith the return address of Meson , 14 Jones 5t., .
Y., W.¥. This ncte said, in elfect, that I wss a Hazi-
Nermien, an anti-se-vdtic, a stuicd, fat, teen-ager, a homo-
sexval and in cenerzl, a very noor candiccate for Tian of
L The Year -- to nut it »ildly.

ilov7, this rather shoclked 1e,
a5 I did not know ‘ason. (I assved it —ras Dave  asaon, althcrch the first nane 1as
not used.)} I have never corresnonded with him, and have never received COUi. 30 I
ve-sat me dovm and wrote a strons letter in renly, accusing this Tiason of wddy think-
:ng and confused ~riting, of obscenities uncalled for, cad of ~recjirdices viraiven-
+23d. I told hin in no uncertain terns that =hile I =vas .xrycn, of seventeen vears of
ago,; fat and mayhans stunid, I was not Nazi-Cerman nor ras I honresexucl. I also
mentioned that I wovrld take grect ~lecsure in hanging hi * by his thv 'bs soe JTay.

y S0
back cones an .4ir lfall letter anclegizing, stiting that Dave ‘asen has net lived ot
14 Jones St. for sove months, and, most imortont, thet he did not ~write the leiter
I referred to (Thod sent it to hii...) iie also enclosed 2 letter he had received
at apnroxinately the sae tiqe =rith 1Y return -ddress, ty-ed in “recisely the sa:e
vy I tyne my letters, ~nd signed with a counterfeit of uy signature. It said sub-
storiizlily the sene thinss -y letter had said -- only it called &son a dirty Jev
instoni of anti-senitic, a Corvnmist instead of a ¥azi, clthoush it did c2ll hi  a
fLomcsexual, It also referred to Non Snith and ilarlen 31llison as Ceonies and howcsex-
pats, and intiated so e dandy little nieces cof obscenity that —ould not o threvzh
the mcils in e fanzine.

.lason asked e to cet this notarized a hit in so e fcazines,
to nublish some of it in FED, and nrouised that he +rould nublish it in GO . I
susrested to hi=a that e dedicate an entire issie of cne of our fahzines to Teore
Tetzel (since ‘etzel was the only =ersen who could have authored these letters, al-
thovg neither of us has DIFIITITS nroof that it is he), nublishing these letiers,
our ovm cocrresmondence, and erticles by vs and other ~eonle concerninz .etzel aand his
Sa s,
48 yet neither of us has fimurec out any narticular wvay of :etiing back at
Wetzsl for this. .e can't drag hin into court‘ho ho) hecause e have no »roof. To
peranrase Racburn, "There's no nroof, but it's so ghodarmed "EVISISLM I have no
dorbt thot (1) etzel will not «o to the NYCon, {2)he -rill nct coe hove fron the
Wilon, if he does go. faseon says thol the entire .Y, bunch —weuld forfeit their sculs
t~ get their hands on hin-~and, nerscnclly, I'd like to be aonost the srous terriag
his hair outv and 2king hi» s7ollewr it.
‘e will discuss bet-reen curselves . hat To Do
sbovt Jetzel. .e would like any surrestions fro - the .udience.
f{rouse...if this is
211 itrve then indeed so ething she:ld he dene abeut such an ebnoxicusg sersen... vt
Ren, if it isn't, yov receive the Fan Crud Mae'i - .spard for 1750 ......benny,,




To inform general fandom, here is the latest hot tip from L.A. fandom concerninz ‘the
con: A
The Chesley Donoven Foundation, who sponsored the Bighth i/festercon last swmer,
intend to make a bid for the 1957 Jorld Convention. They intend this very soberly and
seriously. (Redundant, ain't I) They ere dead set on having the convention. Nothing
(eccchh) will stand in their way. ‘ ' : .
The trouble is, of course, that I did not overiy en-
joy their convention last yeur. It was a fine convention--as far as being a convention
went . It was of'f-schedule, of course, as all conventions are; it had an auction, a
bonquet, and the other normal things. But (1) your dollar brought you nothing more
than o copy of Magnituds, a copy of the program for the convention, a membership. card,
end your nume in the register; {2) the auction was probably the poorest in fan history.
Walt Daugherty, who did the auctioning, said later that he was oxtremely sorry ho had
not made morc moncy for the con, bul but nobody ho knows has had such a sorry lot t6
sell; (3) and, finally, the convention wis run by teen-agers who set up the program,
wound everybody up, set the ball rolling, and then practically dissapearcd. Ron Cobb
and Tad Dukce werc around the coanvention uctivities most of thu time--but this hardly
helped matters any. The rest of the Chesley Donovan Foundation were sotted 71 of the
72 hours, or were busy muking passes at the girls hanging around.

Myself, 1 wasn't cven
in the hotel for a good part of the convention. The rest of the time, except for the
auction and one meal scheduled by the con to have certain specches I wanted to hear,

I was in my room, or sowmebody clsc's room, or wwandcring around with Calkins. Somoe-
timus, I was with Cox and Kepner... I definitely did not take part in conwvention ac-
tivities aftor the first couple I oxperienced. :

) Which is all rather normal for a fan et
a convention being run for Forry Ackerman, I suppose.

: No, this isn't supposed to be a
convention report, is it??? But id Chesley Donovan bids for the World Convention next
year, I sincersly hope somebody else in this area does too--cause I don't wand CD to
get 1it. '

But, of course, who else could get it? Not LASFS or the OUTLANDERS--neither
group wants it. Not enough interest in the membership. Two years ago I expected that
pv this time YWayne Strickland and his protess Cliff Gould would have gotien a hyper-
rctive fan club going in San Diego, but it hasn't happened. is GilCarr says, Seattle
fandom couldn't sponsor the convention. Larry Bourne tells us that Portland fandom
is gene gafia for the most part. who's left? San Fransisco? Hah. They would probably
de a dandy job of it, but last I heard there were certain areas in San Francisco that
didn't want to hear the words science fiction for another fifty years. There is even
tolk of shooting down the space satellite if it passes over the Bay Area. These areas,
t2e Sir Francis Drake Hotel in particular, shall remain nameless.

Damn, if we.don't
cive it to C D we'll have to ship it to london....

((You could break thc unfair rota-
tion program cf course, and give it te¢ Charlaotte or atlanta......benny))

e A horsel a4 horse! Iy fundom for a horse! -- LeeH
£o0 FRNAA ¥ 506 2nd AVE. * DALTON, GEORGLa

I rice te dispute Wr. Hall's remarks concerning Lee Hoffman's Quandry...l have read
gviry cony she ever vut out, and even ccnsidering it was a mimeographed zine. in ten
years as u fan I've never seen any zine ‘survass it for content. Willis i& always
funny. He can't be serious at any time; it's just not in him, that's all, and hers I'm
pgoing to stick in a barb of my own; to best judge he(or she) who is being criticized,
{iret look towards he(or she) who is doing the criticizing. This is my only comment at
at any time regarding iir. Hall's remarks. Nepe; I'm not peeved...he has as much right
to his say-so as I have to mine, and we both have the same right to disagrce with
enyone, and I disagree with him concerning Quandry.
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One of the four major items in this issue was a bit of careless writing by Claude
Hell who is gaining quite a reputation of some sort. In this onc he will bring tho
wrobth of the Leoa Hoffman fandom era dovm on his head. You know =vhy? Because heo hasn't
resecarcaed much before rushing intc hot-hcaded print.

! Ezads, fandom is mado up of so
many easily injurcd peonle these days. Granted that Claudc has reason to snarl back
at people who criticizec him even though theoir criticisa may (or moy not) be justified.
It could be that thorc might not havo becen any such band-wagon as Claude meniions if

he hadn't started truppeting about Hall and Texas from almost the very first. Zven
good hurioured joking or refercnce can be carried to the point of disgust. I porson-
a’ly have no great feelin~ one wey or the other about tho whole matter. But I would
1ike to point out that Claude has let himself in for more grief. In re Lee Hoffman.
May:2 shs didn't do much writing in QU.NDRY itself; but she has =ritten reams of very
fire and readable material in F.P.. over quite a period of time. She is a capable
vriter. :
also, has [IUZZY published anything of great literary =rorth? No fanzine editor
with anv sense starts publishing with an avowed intention of publishing great liter-
ary works! Some have and they were pitiful. I think there is one on the scone today.
I forget his name but he publishes a fanzine that strains terribly to look like a
prozine, failing miserably.

48 for 1iUZZY, ther: may not have been much adverse criti-
cism since these days everything is on a goody-for-you-say-goody-for-me kick. I sus-
pect that the people who don't go along with that usually throw up their hands and
say the hell with it - why bother? Beccuse, after all, it is of no groat conscquence.

If MUZZY is published for ego-boo, which is a good cnough reason in my
book, try to show a little discretion in what you publish. Then you may not be so
open to adverse, and probably well deserved criticism, which seems to upset you
urduly.

Relax Claude, and enjoy yourself. Remember, most of the great people since the
printed word have had critics, many of thew much more severe and important in the
lives of those great men than any little piddling arounf in a fanzine. At least I
should hope it is not of a comprable nature!

Desrite the fact that Ddmund Davison is a
friend of mine, I find these nseudo~derogaticns tiring. The '"message' is good onough,
bhut writing something of this sort demands more than = knowledge of fan-personali-
ties and events. Then when it has to stand up azainst an original, and better series
‘.t lzcks more luster.

"a is for Red" is a weird type of avante-puard, I guess. Better
than the .ga Yonder thing anyvay because at least here you have words with =vhich to
wonder what the hell Voigt is =riting about:

Marion Bradley =wwrites an honest, forth-
right letter. However, I think we of the 1948 era are of Fifth, not Fourth fandom.
Or has it been revised again? ' : :

That remark about Jan is a girl Randy is a boy and I am
a ThX.N pretty near substantiates somethine which I've thought about for many a moon.
are Texans veople? I supnese that will lead to repercussionsi

i Jell, that about ccvers
it. J/hich reminds me of the cover. It was =vell done, Reminded me a leot of the old
comic book drawings in the Actions Comic group in the thirties.(7id and late) The
style, thet is. The bit in the lower right detracted fren it scaewhat but e must
rencin stfictional,

C . T WaSTTHINKING TN TERUS OF CRu¥FTSHassss
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In looking back over a number of fanzines,
a thing which most fans periodically do, I was
surprised to find that there were any number of
articles and stories which I remembered more
than just well, which were concerned with rela-
tively unimportant topices. In fact, they were on
topics rather close to imbecillic., Things and
subjects of such fleeting moment that I was
doubly amazed at how well they had stuck with me.

One of them was a satire-story called "The
Sportsmen" by Richard Llsberry -~ he of the dra-
matic withdrawals from fandom. It was a cleverly=
done thing, concerned with the then ( it was wri-~
tten sometimes in 1952) hot discussion in fandom
as to whether ASTOUNDING was copylng GALAXY's
cover format, whether GALAXY was copying ASTOUN-
DING in size, content, et al, and/or whether

ifessrs, Camnbell and Gold were at each other's throats.

It was told in the context of the Elizabeth, New Jersey, air crashes which shook

the nation during that period. The method of subtle lampoon and sound extrapolation

Elsberry used tied an all-too horribly real series of events to a completely impossi-

ble fictionalized situation (that of the two editors trying to assassinate one an-
ther); and did it in such & manner that I suddenly found myself accepting the satire
as B possible answer to the wholesale nlane failures.

Another brilliant niece of persiflage that sticks with me was a duo of short vig-

nettes by Charles Burbee, used in one of the later issues of Lee Hoffmen's fa~ous
QUAMDRY. The one which I recall so vividly was called 'They '/alked Through Glass"
which related how several friends of Burbee's had stumbled unseeing into plate glass

doors and windows of super-marksets,

87 HARLAN ELLISOI fetvetariua’nis



quiet, unassuming manner that it was enchanting. The two pastiches were nrobably ox-
tracted from letters, as Burbee was, and still is, notorious for declining to contri-
bute to fanzines. LeeH was a close friend of his and thus we may assume that this is
true. All the same there was a wit and charm about them, although they talked about
the most cursory of subjects, that has fired them in my memory for quite a long while.

I remember an article in Bob Silverberg's SPACESHIP, too. It was one of those
deadly serious analytical things with the tone of great research, and actually no
real importance behind it all. It was Redd Bogg's "Flight of the Skylarks", an
essay summarizing and discussing E.E. Smith's space epics. Sven the essay had a sweep
to it that could only come from indirect association with the tonic of Doc Smith's
stories. To say it had lasting value -rould really be setting yourself out on branches.
Yet I remember it sharnly.

. ——— - -

] T -

I don't think there are many fans of several years standing who will forget
llarion Zimmer Bradley's fanzine review column "Cryin' in the Sink" which moved around
from fanzine to fanzine, by way of ilax Keasler, and finally wound up in my own publi-
ca.tionu

The subject matter was as superflous as could be conceived: fanzines. And yet
there was a tone to lMarion's writing, e perceptiveness that iranscended the bounda-
ries of whet she was writing about, and made the column a thing of real valus. Her
comments were judsed harsh, much of the time, and the Eradley style of reviewing
aas at the opposite pole from the Rog Phillip's (or "Let's send 'em a dime even if the
meg is rotten, they're trying!") style of review; but there was more good, solid, con-
gtructive criticism on the field in general in Bradley's reviews than in all the
other fanzine review colums in the country put together.

Of course these 2re only a few of the articles and stories I remember from
earlier fanzines. The fans are a voluminous sort, and their imaginations spew pretty
fast and pretty steadily.

T T
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vWhy then is it that we remember -- retain a sense of pleasure, or imiinence --
certain pieces of work by amatuers, and completely forget others? For the most part,
forget the bulk of what has been nublished?

If I had to sum it all up, I think I'd say that fan-vritings are stained by
attitudes of immaturity and triviality. The lack of retentative value inherent in fan
material comes, I believe, from the fact that most fans dezl =rith subjects of relative
unig irtance, subjects that pass quickly from our svhere of interest, a:id are tkus
o ess.

Articles about Sacco-Vanzetti, the Graf Zeppelin, the writings of Gouvenuer
lorris, Anna Held, etc. are no longer of interest, thogh at their ti-es of peak at-
traction the world was literally glutted -rith printed :rord about them. .i:iters of
immediate interest are what we find stiwulating,

-~ Herlan .J1llison ==
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